— 
“ 


Flt, 19,1981 


SOCIEYY Of CURRICULUM SPECIALIS2s 


Reports of Projects for the Year Preceding February 1, 1931. 


My first interest in curriculum work now is in the new high school re- 
organization plans at Raleigh, N. C. and at Greenville, S. C., involving the build- 
ing of the program in the high school around important, persistent problems of 
modern times, doing away largely with traditional sub ject-organization and the 
typical unit credit scheme. This program is built upon the activity curriculum 
of the elementary school. 


Thomas Alexander. 


1. Developing a series of curriculum tests in arithmetic problem solving, 
erades 3 to 8. 2. Studies of difficulty of types of examples in decimals, 
algebra, and fundamentals. 3. Summarized studies of diagnostic methods, pupil 
fault and difficulties in all subjects. 4. A new series of proplem and process 
scales in arithmetic, based on analysis of gradea content of the curriculum in 
each grade. 5. An analysis of teacher difficulties as @ means of revising curri- 
culum in teacher training courses and courses in supervision. 


Leo J. Brueckner. 


I am engaged in four curriculum projects this school year, as follows: 
1. Consultant to the curriculum revision program at Columbia, S. C. 2. Consultant 
tO & county program of curriculum revision in Maury County, Tennessee. 3. En- 
saged in & preparatory program looking to an intensive revision in the curriculum 
program in the Nashville public schools. 4. Research dealing with (a) The work 
of a State Department in Curriculum Making, (b) Length of time necessary to teach 
sertain units of subject matter. 


Walter D. Cocking. 


Development of individualized lesson sheets in spelling (Hamtramck Public 
Schools). Measurement of growth in reading and spelling through the elementary 
school to determine what consideration should be given maturity in the construction 
‘of the curriculum. 


Se Ae Courtis. 


A study of the teaching of Science in the North Central Association is a 
detailed questionnaire study of existing conditions and practices in more then six- 
teen hundred accredited high schools. 


Francis D. Curtis. 


My activities for the past year may be described as follows: l. A study 
of the relative difficulty of all words in the Thorndixe Word List. Pupil opinion 
is the major technique used. 2. A co-operative study and revision of the curricu- 
lum of the Veterinsry College of Ohio State University. 5. A study of the diffi- 
culties encountered by parents in the financial training of their children - these 
data to be utilized in constructing curricula for Parent Education. 4. Formu- 
lating & course of study in health for Ohio High Schools in co-operation with 
D. Oberteuffer, State Director of Health and Physical Education. 5. An analysis 
of the content of motion pictures. 


Edgar Dale. 


l. Preparing a report of e@ five-year investigation to determine desirable 
steps and problems involved in making use of the results of scientific studies re- 
latine to reading in improving instruction in city schools. 2. Co-operating in th: 
vwrganization of an exneriment in South Carolina to determine the effect on progres ' 
in learning of continuous educational opportunities for illiterate adults. 

5, Studying the levels of reading achievement of adults and the charactcristics of 
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the reading material best adapted to their levels of achievement. 
William S. Gray. 


During the current year I was engaged in editing the first issue of THE 
REVIEW OF EDUCATIONAL RESEARCK which was devoted exclusively to curriculum con- 
struction. In this connection I made an intensive study of the literature of grade 
placement, time sllotment, and the evaluation of courses of study and textbooks. 
I have been specially interested in the nature of the unit of work, and consequent- 
ly have been marshalling my ideas and accumulating applications. 

For the Texas State Teachers Association, I prepared a comprehensive 
bibliography of curriculum making for teachers. With one of my students I made 
& study ot the most common musical terms in & wide sampling of newspapers and 


ticnal Research. At the present time with co-operation of students, I am at work 
in two or three fields on the development of courses of study which are organized 
“s a series of life activities, but the sequence of which is determinea by funda- 
wental steps or processes. 


Henry Harap. 


1. Preparation of courses of study in several high school subjects. 

2. Evaluation of textbooks for several high school] subjects. 3. Adaptation to 
,ow-ability groups of the curriculum in English, mathematics, science, and the 
social studies. 4. Preparation of & manual suggestive of teaching procedures 
adapted to pupils of superior ability. 5. Standardization of secondary-school 
subject terminology, including 4 brief statement or objectives and subject content 
for each sudject. 6. Development of sub-curricula to supplement the eight basic 
curricula adopted last year for senior high schools. 7. A study of instruction 
in handwriting in the secondary school, For information relating to some of these 
projects, see the Los Angeles Educational Research Bulletins September and December 
1929, January, May, and October, 1930, and forthcoming issues; also Third Yearbook 
of the Los Angeles Psychology and Educational Research Division. 

M. E. Herriott. 


The most important project in which I have engaged during the past year 
was the development, in co-operation with the other members of the California 
Curriculum Commission, of the Teachers’ Guide to Child Development. Since this 
volume is to be discussed at the Detroit meeting, 1 need not elaborate. 


John A. Hockett. 


1. The clessroom teachers of the Lincoln elementary school, with the aid 
of the research department, are preparing a series of books giving for each grade 
a comprehensive picture of units of work as they are developed in the school, to- 
pether with applications to public school conditions. 2. The classroom teachers 
of the Lincoln high school, with the aid of the research department, are reorganiz- 
ing the entire secondary school curriculum from the 7th grade to the 12th grade in- 
clusive, the new organization to become effective either in the fall of 1932 or 
1933. 


L. Thomas Hopkins. 


As director of the Commission on High School Courses of Study for the 
State of Iowa, I prepared a bulletin indicating the fundamentals to be considered 
by each committee in the construction of a course of study. I also issued a second 
bulletin emphasizing the four fundamentals that should be in each course of study; 
namely, objectives, teacher procedures, pupil activities, and evidences of mastery, 
with a definite statement of what each of these concepts should mean in each course 


of study. This second bulletin appears in each course of study as a general in- 
vroduction. 
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I have carefully read and revised the courses of study as they have come 
ing and returned them to the committee for revision. ‘The foilowing courses of 
study have been issued: Economics, General Science, Physics, Industrial Arts, World 
History, Sociology, Citizenship, Vocations, and American History. 

Thomas J. Kirby. 


1. Long Beach - Stephens Experiment (Grade placement and curriculum) 
Joint project - Mimeographed Stephens College, 1930. 2. Activity List of Dean 
of Junior College ~ Typewritten, Stephens College - 1930. 3. Introduction to 
Social Studies (Curriculum Research) Mimeographed 1929. 4. Introduction to 
Litizenship - 2 vol. Oppenheimer and Foster, 1929. 5. Stephens College Studies. 
.carter et al. Typewritten. 


Je Je Oppenheimer. 


1. I have been appointed curriculum specialist for the National Survey 
on the Education of Teachers, to cover liberal arts colleges and universities. Am 
wording in the initial stage of defining the problem. 2. Have been completing a 
survey of teacher training, including curricula for the state of North Dakota. It 
will appear in print this month. 3. Have been directing certain curriculum 
analyses which are based upon bulletin statements. These are being made by 
eraduate students as thesis problems. 


We Ee Peik. - 


Besides supervision of twenty or thirty theses, following two are my main 
projects: 1. Study of the Relation of the Movies to the Mores (the standards of the 
community.) Involves development of a series of scales for getting quantitative 
measurement of the mores, then use of these scales for measuring movies by a tech- 
nique similar to that employed in rating handwriting or English composition. At 
mresent we are investigating the relation of the movies to four elements of the 
moral code. Study financed by the Payne Fund. 2. Development of a simple self- 
scoring machine for taking diagnostic tests. Does not use up the test forms and 
gives extremely easy item diagnosis. 


Chas. C. Peters. 


The most interesting project which I have been engagea in this year is 
the teaching of a class in College Teaching. Only graduate students are in the 
course and only such students as are actively engaged in college teaching or as are 
in preparation for college teaching. The work of the course consists of three 
parts. The first part is a survey of the beliefs with regard to teaching. Perhaps 
this involves the principles of teaching. The second third of the course consists 
in observation of actual college classes. And from the two parts & plan of visit- 
iw is worked out. The third part consists of actually doing, under direction, 
college teaching. Another year I shall give part 2 first. I shall begin the 
course with an observation of college classes. I shall make as a prerequisite to 
the course & course in principles of teaching either in senior college or in 
praduate work. Another step in the attemptea expansion of the course will be the 
introduction of measures of achievement of college students. 


Shelton Phelps. 


The project that I am on now is taking a great deal of my time -- the 
curriculum research on the National Survey of the Education of Teachers. 


Ee. U. Ruge. 


Carrying on experiments in mechanical drawing with a view of determining; 
1. Relation between speed and accuracy. 2. The relative efficiency of a worker 
»\ose habits are established through emphasis on speed while acquiring the skills 
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and one whose habits are established through emphasis on accuracy with later 

efforts to develop speed. It will be some time before we are ready to report 

results but present indications are very much in favor of the emphasis on speed. 
Re We Selv idge. 


Most of my work during the past year has been the construction of achieve- 
.cnt tests for use in college courses, and the evaluation of various types of in- 
*truction. ‘The construction of tests has required the formulation of objectives 
.or certain college courses which should serve later as a first step in the con- 
-truction of curricula. 


Ralph W. Tyler. 


The Elementary School Course of Study in Reading. Classroom visitations 
weve been conducted in representative scicols to discover what materials pupils are 
~eading. The basal readers, if any, and supplementary books and other reading 
“aterials are being tabulated and analyzed. fhis investigation indicates that 
sienificant recent changes have occurred in the quality, quantity, organization, 
and individualization of elementary reading. A compzrison of present-day 
practices with earlier practices will be made. 


We Le Uhl & 


Our most important projects during the year have been those concerned 
with the reiative interest of different adult groups in subjects discussed in con- 
temporary literature, with the correspondence between reading interests and actual 
reading’, and with the provision made by libraries of different types for reading 
interests thet are not satisfied. Forthcoming publications present patterns of 
reading interest for « wide variety of adult groups; the reading needs of teachers, 


of professional men selected from college alumni populations, of college students, 
and others. In the studies of group reading referred to, a group is defined in 
terms of sex, &@mount of schooling, type of occupations, ond size of community. By 
correlating interest scores of various groups on the same list of topics, we deter- 
mine the relative influence of the vsrious fectors (sex, schooling, et al) upon 
reading interests in the field of non-fiction. 


Douglas Waples. 


Report of current projects: 1. A Program for Direct Instruction in 
Desirable Teacher Traits. his provides, through a series of personal conferences, 
to discover individusl needs 2nd to suggest remedial trait actions. It is being 
tried out in several tecchers colleges. See Whitney, Fe. iL. "Personality Improve- 
ment in Teecher Training." Teachers Journ:l and Abstract, Vol. V» pe 250 (April, 
1930). 2. A Character Education Program for the Elementary School. This is a 
trial of | curriculum suitable for use in the Philippines. Mr. Venéncio Nera is 
using it. 3. An Analysis of Provisions for Character Education Instruction in 
State Statutes. 4. An Anelysis ot Geography Courses in Teachers Colleges. See 
Whitney, F. Le and Armentrout, W. D. - "Tynes of Geography Courses Offered in 
Teachers Colleges." ‘The Journcl of Geography, Vol. XXIX, No. 9 (December, 1930). 
5. Differentiction in Content and Method in Junior, fenior, ond Graduate College 
Courses. 


Fe Le Whitney. 


1. Establishment of criteria by which to carry on course revision and to 
evaluate © course before subjecting it to test by use in class. 2. A critique of 
present procedure in high school course revision. 3. A summer school short 
course (2 weeks) for city superintendents in the organization and administration 
of & curriculum revision program. 4. A technique of experimentation for testing 
ond evaluating a high school course ~- once revised by acceptable techniques. 


Le A. Williams. 
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Further on WHAT ARITHMETIC SHALL 'VE TEACH? 

What shall we teach in denominate numbers? "hat answer do we get when 
we check the actual uses of measurement in business and industry? It is inter- 
esting to note that in order trade and barter affecting all people, there is 
practically no reduction either ascending or descending, no use for tables as such, 
and no decimalization of measures. These things occur only in refined measure- 
ment, cost accounting, or statistics, and affect a small fraction of 1 percent of 
the total population. 

Checking in Europe on a possible metric solution, (cs suggested by some 
American educators) it is interesting to note that every claim for the metric 
"system" falls down: (1) The "natural unit" claim fails; the meter is the length 
of an arbitrary bar exactly as is the customary yard, (2) Buying and selling is 
‘n units, not tables; there are no reductions; there is no decimalization in 
ordinary trade; metric units are helved and quartered exactly as customary units; 
the masses still think in the old customary wnits. (5) The metric units in 
“eneral are less convenient and acceptable than the customary units. This ex- 
ilcins why, notwithstanding generstions of prohibitions and penalties, the custom- 
“ry units still domincte the thinking of the masses in metric Europe, Apparently 
the metric solution is not a good one. Apparently much that we have been teach- 
ing in denominate numbers is uséless,. 


G. M, Wilson. 


We are engaged in numerous projects of experimentation in the University 
Elementary School at thé State University of Iowa. I am mentioning three which 
seem to us to be important. They are not necessarily the most important projects. 

First - For three years we have been experimenting with a method of re- 
porting to parents in regard to the progress of their children. Our purpose is to 
climinate so much attention to a mark, and direct attention, through conerete 
evidence, rather to the child's progress. The reactions of teachers and parents 
and children are noted after each year's use of a given type of report. 

Second - We are trying out different types of citizenship sheets, as 
means Of character development. In some cases the sheets are filled out by teach- 
ers, in some by children. fMThey are filled both with and without conferences with 
children. Reactions of parents, teachers, and children are noted, 

Third - Ye are experimenting with a new course in natural science. We 
have worked out about ten units and are trying to arrange them around problems and 
also to arrive at the principles to grow out of each. These units are being tried 
out in different grades and by different methods. 

Meude McBroom * 


"The Effective Use of Curriculum Materials" 

A study of units relating to "The Curriculum" to be included in the pro- 
fessional preparation of clementary teachers. This study has concerned itself 
with teachers' activities and problems in using curriculum materials effectively 
end suggests ten units to be included in the pre-service program of elementary 
teachers to assist the teacher to be in the effective use of these materials. 


Florence Stratemeyer* 


* Added after the first stencil was cut. 





